artistic blunder or a social misdemeanour on the part of their mother Eleanora Magdalena? When the prognathism trait was so dominant for 200 years, it seems strange that it could be missing in one son but crop up in another.
Money supplies the answer to the question "Would a mandibular osteotomy have altered the history of the world?" This question, naturally, was raised by a plastic surgeon who wondered if such an operation had been available in the 16th century whether there would have been an improvement in the personality and actions of the Habsburgs.7 The large number of portraits and statues portraying the abnormality suggests that the family was not ashamed of the abnormality. If they had wanted to restrict the knowledge of their appearance they could have prohibited the appearance of their profiles on coinage. At that time coins frequently showed crests or religious symbols. In the Holy Roman Empire this was the custom, but periodically coins were minted showing the profile ofthe king and displaying the prognathism even more obviously than did portraits. If it was considered good politics to appear on the coinage, then the kings could have insisted on the use of a frontal view which would have rendered the prognathism less apparent. That this was not the case is shown by Figs. 2, 3 , 10 and 11. The coin styles suggest that the Habsburgs were neither depressed by, nor ashamed of, their abnormality and, indeed, their many portraits extant imply the reverse. It seems unlikely that even tile views of the reigning monarchs provides better evidence for the diagnosis of prognathism than the traditional poses of portraiture. The prognathism of the Habsburgs is shown to be a dominant trait (Fig. 13) . The absence of the deformity in Joseph I raises the question as to who was at fault-his mint or his mother?
The author is indebted to Mrs. Joan Martin, Department of Coins and Medals, British Museum, for her time and interest, and to the Trustees of the British Museum for permission to reproduce Figs. 3, 4 , 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13. 
